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Support a mix of rural land uses including, housing, home businesses, small-scale

commercial and industrial uses, commercial forestry and outdoor recreation, so

long as these uses are compatible with one another and do not cause excessive

noise, pollution, or disturbance.

10. Manage agricultural and forest lands to promote a long-term sustained yield of

crops and timber products.

11. Encourage the use of innovative land saving techniques - such as cluster

development and fixed area density allocation - to protect agriculture, forest, and

mineral resource lands from development and fragmentation.

12. Protect green space, particularly along streams and rivers, and other important

lands that are valued for trails, open space, wildlife habitat and scenic enjoyment.

16. Avoid extension of roads, energy transmission or distribution facilities, or other

utility services into or through Resource Lands.

17. Construct corridors for new energy transmission or distribution facilities only

when needed, and then only within or adjacent to existing energy transmission

facility corridors to the maximum extent possible. Minimize their visual impact

on ridge lines, slopes and open areas, and avoid important natural and historic

resources.

20 In my opinion, the VY Station's continued operation is consistent with these policies. It

21 is located within an existing developed area; it is a consistent use in terms of function and
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scale; it will not impact any natural resources of the surrounding area; and it does not

involve the extension or expansion of roads, energy transmission or distribution facilities.

What are your conclusions as to whether the VY Station's continued operation will

interfere with the region's orderly development as contemplated in the Vernon Town

Plan and Windham Regional Plan?

Overall and as I understand this criterion established by Section 248, the Board must

consider the Station's impact on the region's orderly development, giving due

consideration to any recommendations from the local and regional planning commissions

or host municipalities and any land-conservation measures specifically contained in the

local or regional plan. As utility projects can significantly affect development in a

region, the Board generally considers the type of development the affected town or region

seeks to achieve and whether the project at issue will interfere with such development.

Overall, the Vernon Town Plan seeks to maintain the Town's rural character, its natural

resources, including its undeveloped shoreline on the Connecticut River, and its scenic

qualities, all of which I have addressed previously in my testimony. As I have also noted,

the Vernon Town Plan recognizes the value of the Station to the Town of Vernon and

notes the potential impact on the local economy and tax base if the Station's license is not

renewed.

In short, I have read the Vernon Town Plan as seeking to balance the goals of

maintaining Vernon's rural and scenic qualities with the need to have resources-
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1 specifically including the Station-that will support Vernon's economy and tax base. As

2 I testified several times previously, because continued operation will not adversely

3 impact Vernon's rural character, scenery and natural resources while allowing the Station

4 to continue operation for an additional 20 years, it is consistent with Vernon's vision of

5 the type of project that will not unduly interfere with the orderly development of the

6 community.

7

8 Similarly, the Windham Region Plan establishes land-use policies for villages, rural-

9 residential lands and productive lands. Overall, the Plan appears to encourage

10 development in existing villages and on nearby lands that avoids rural sprawl and takes

11 productive lands, such as agricultural lands, out of productive use. The Plan also

12 discourages the extension of roads, energy transmission or distribution facilities into or

13 through Resources Lands, as well as the construction of corridor for new energy

14 transmission or distribution facilities unless needed.

15

16 The VY Station, as Ihave previously testified, will not adversely impact the village

17 centers in Vernon, will not cause rural sprawl and will not take lands that are presently

18 productive out of production. As such, I do not believe that the Station's continued

19 operation will unduly interfere with the orderly development of the region, with due

20 consideration given to the policies set forth in the Windham Regional Plan which I

21 addressed previously in my testimony.

22
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1 In summary, it is my opinion that the VY Station's continued operation will not unduly

2 interfere with the orderly development of the region, taking into account the land-use

3 policies and the recommendations of the Town of Vernon and the WRC.

4 Q34. Does this conclude your testimony?

5 A34. Yes.


